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Book documents WWII
bombing of Wiesbaden
BY DAN STOUTAMIRE
Stars and Stripes

WIESBADEN, Germany — More than 70
years since World War II ended, it’s hard to
tell that Wiesbaden, Germany, now home to
U.S. Army Europe, was bombed hundreds
of times by British and American planes in
that conflict.
Wiesbaden resident and historian Thomas Weichel’s book, “Wiesbaden im Bombenkrieg” (“The Bombing of Wiesbaden”),
documents and explains that bombing
campaign.
Released at the beginning of November,
it is a reprinting of his 2004 book, with full
English translations added in each section.
On Dec. 3, Weichel will appear at a book
signing at the Wiesbaden Exchange on
Hainerberg, where copies of the book will
be available.
“During my childhood in Mainz, I can remember seeing the ruins of many bombedout buildings, so I grew up with this topic,”
Weichel said in an interview with Stars and
Stripes.
At just under 100 pages, the book features
dozens of historical photographs that show
the aftermath of the bombing campaign.
“Bombenkrieg” also touches on the years
preceding the war — the occupation after
World War I by the French and British and
the later ascendance of the Nazis.
Adolf Hitler often visited Wiesbaden and
sometimes made use of Erbenheim airfield,
today part of Clay Kaserne.
The worst night of the bombing campaign, Weichel writes, was Feb. 2, 1945,
when nearly 500 British aircraft dropped
1,251 tons of bombs, including several socalled blockbuster bombs, which could destroy entire city blocks.
But the city was lucky — heavy cloud
cover meant it was spared the destruction
suffered by many German cities in the war.
“(Today) only a few people know that the
city of Wiesbaden would have been completely destroyed if the Royal Air Force at-

tack on Feb. 2, 1945, had been successful,”
Weichel said.
About 20 percent of Wiesbaden’s buildings were destroyed, with the most damage
focused around the spa district and downtown Kurhaus, he said.
Despite the bombing, much of Wiesbaden
remained relatively whole following the
war, a situation that led to some lingering
rumors that the Allies spared it because
the U.S. military planned to install a major
base in the city after
the war.
“I know one of the rumors that goes around
is that we didn’t bomb
Wiesbaden because
we were already planning to build a headquarters here when
the war was over, but I
have seen no evidence
to support anything
Weichel
like that,” said USAREUR historian Russell Rodgers. “Basically, Wiesbaden was
not at that time a major industrial town, so
it didn’t receive the same type of [heavy
destruction] the Ruhr district received
or even a city like Frankfurt or Stuttgart
would have received.”
Some historians have criticized the relentless American and British strategic
bombing campaign against German cities and towns in the final months of the
war, saying it served no useful military
purpose.
Weichel said he hopes readers will come
away with a better understanding of the
bombing of civilian targets in Germany
during the war.
“I think that the most interesting thing
in the book is, perhaps, seeing how the residents of Wiesbaden coped with the bombing threat,” he said. “I think that readers
will learn about the cruelties of war against
a civilian population.”
stoutamire.dan@stripes.com

Courtesy photo from “The Bombing of Wiesbaden”

A Wiesbaden resident picks through the rubble of his residence on Kaiser-FriedrichRing following an Allied bombing run on July 28, 1944. Wiesbaden, while not
destroyed to the extent of other major German cities, was repeatedly bombed by
American and British planes in the final years of the war.

Denmark urged to clean up US military waste in Greenland
BY JAN M. OLSEN
Associated Press

COPENHAGEN, Denmark —
Greenland is calling on Denmark
to clean up an abandoned underice missile project and other U.S.
military installations left to rust
in the pristine landscape after the
Cold War.
The 1951 deal under which
NATO member Denmark allowed
the U.S. to build 33 bases and
radar stations in the former Danish province doesn’t specify who’s
responsible for any cleanup.
Tired of waiting, Greenland’s
local leaders are now urging Denmark to remove the junk that the
Americans left behind, including
Camp Century, a never-completed launch site for nuclear missiles
under the surface of the massive
ice cap.
“Unless Denmark has entered
other agreements with the United
States about Camp Century, the
responsibility for investigation
and cleanup lies with Denmark
alone,” said Vittus Qujaukitsoq,
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An abandoned U.S. Air Force vehicle sits outside the eastern
Greenland settlement of Kulusuk in August 2005.
Greenland’s minister in charge of
foreign affairs.
Camp Century was built in 195960 in northwestern Greenland, officially to test sub-ice construction

techniques. The real plan was top
secret: creating a hidden launch
site for ballistic missiles that could
reach the Soviet Union.
The project was abandoned in

1966 because the ice cap began to
crush the camp. The U.S. removed
a portable nuclear reactor that had
supplied heat and electricity, but
left an estimated 53,000 gallons of
diesel oil and sewage, according to
an international study published
in August.
Scientists are warning that as
global warming melts the ice cap,
the waste could surface and pollute the environment.
In an Oct. 24 letter to Danish
Foreign Minister Kristian Jensen,
obtained by The Associated Press,
Qujaukitsoq asked about Denmark’s plans for Camp Century,
adding that an international study
said the waste includes “radioactivity, oil and PCB pollution.”
PCB stands for polychlorinated
biphenyl, a man-made chemical once widely used in paints,
plastics and other products that
was banned after it was demonstrated to cause cancer and other
ailments.
At a meeting on Nov. 17 in Nuuk,
the Greenland capital, to discuss
the issue, Jensen said Denmark’s

Environment Ministry was investigating the environmental risks.
“I hope it can be done as quickly
as possible,” he told a news conference, declining to give any
specifics.
Jensen later told the AP in an
email that “it is still too early to
say who will be involved in a possible cleanup.”
The U.S. military was interested in Greenland during the Cold
War due to its strategic location in
the Arctic. Under the 1951 agreement, the U.S. also built four radar
stations as part of an early warning system to detect incoming Soviet bombers.
The U.S. Air Force still uses
Thule Air Base, about 745 miles
below the North Pole. Military
airfields in Narsarsuaq, Kulusuk
and Kangerlussuaq have become
civilian airports.
Several other military installations have been abandoned, some
in remote areas, in the hope they
would be entombed forever in the
thick ice cap that covers most of
the vast island.

